
Thank you to those from our school community who
attended our Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 20th
February. We are pleased to welcome some new community
members to our Governing Council for this year and
acknowledge those that continue to support and those who
have stepped down. This year our elected Governing Council
members are; Minyon Smart (Chairperson), Caitlyn
Mantzoros (Vice Chairperson), Naomi Darby (Secretary),
Gemma Jones (Treasurer), Jess McKenzie, Sam Haby,
Jennifer Johnson, Sharnee Rudd, Alyssa Heinicke and Cynthia
Hudson. We acknowledge and thank Emilie Brown and Karen
Vegh for their contribution and many years of service on the
Governing Council, with ongoing support for the school and
the education of students with a disability – it has been
greatly appreciated.

Over the next few weeks, the school is transitioning to a new
Education Management System (EMS). This means a
significant change in our Administration and Finance
systems. We ask for tolerance and understanding from the
school community as we learn to navigate and access key
information in a new way. This will particularly impact the
role that Jacey and Sharon have within the school, and we
appreciate your patience and support.

On Wednesday 27th March we have scheduled our Riverland
Special School Open Day and Disability Expo for 2024. This
will be held from 2:30pm-5:30pm at school. This is a
wonderful opportunity for you, family members,
grandparents, friends and people of all ages with or without
a disability to attend, see our wonderful school and
classrooms, and gather some information regarding
supports available to people with a disability throughout the
Riverland. This year we have invited more than fifty Disability
Service and Support providers to be a part of the event,
ensuring a large range of worthwhile information available
to all who attend. Free Sausage Sizzle from 3:30pm – please
spread the word and we hope to see you there.

Kind regards,
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Dates ToRemember:
F r o m  t h e  P r i n c i p a l :

Respect - Responsibility - Success - Service

Monday 11th March
Public Holiday

6:30pm AGM / Governing 
Council Meeting

Tuesday 19th March

Variety Games

Wednesday 27th March

2:30-5:30pm
Disability Expo & Open Day

Friday 29th March

Good Friday Holiday
Friday 29th March

Easter Monday Holiday

c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  o u r  s c h o o l  l e a d e r s  w h o  w e r e
i n d u c t e d  a t  o u r  s p e c i a l  a s s e m b l y  l a s t  w e e k



Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday & Friday: 

8:30am to 3:10pm
Thursday: 

8:30am to 2:20pm

S c h o o l  t i m e s

R e c e s s :  1 0 : 4 0 a m  t o  1 1 : 1 0 a m

L u n c h :  1 2 : 5 0 p m  t o  1 : 2 0 p m

Student absences

S t a y     
c o n n e c t e d

We regularly post updates to ClassDojo and our
Facebook Closed group. These platforms are

available to our current families, students and staff
only. This is where we share the most important

school information. 
Please make sure you are checking your messages

from school staff on the ClassDojo app.
We use our PUBLIC Facebook page to stay

connected to the wider community when needed.
If you need help connecting, please let us know.

s t u d e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n :
Please make sure the school has the latest information for your

child. This includes contact numbers, address & medical
information. Please update the school when these details change.

If your child is going to be away, please
make contact with the school, stating

whether it is for illness or family reasons.
We are required to follow-up any
unexplained absences. Thank you.

P h o n e :
8 5 8 2  1 2 5 8

T e x t :
0 4 5 7  2 7 5  6 9 1

C l a s s d o j o
If you need help connecting to
ClassDojo, please contact the

front office.

L a t e  A r r i v a l s  

&  E a r l y  D e p a r t u r e s
If your child arrives late to school or

leaves early, the parent / caregiver is
required to sign them in or out at the

Front Office. 

A reminder that it is the
parent/carer responsibility
to notify the bus company

the night before (if
possible) if your child will
NOT be needing transport

on their morning or
afternoon run. 

T r a n s p o r t

E X P R E S S  X :  8 2 1 3  6 6 0 0

B U S B I Z :  8 5 8 6  6 3 3 3



S t u d e n t  
a w a r d s :

Hi, as we have many new families at the school this year, I
thought I would just write a short message to introduce myself
and explain my role at the school.
My name is Lesley Heinrich, some students refer to me as Mrs H,
some as Mrs Heinrich and some as Lesley – I answer to them all! I
have been at Riverland Special School for over 15 years now and
my role has had several different titles but the role is now known
as Pastoral Care Worker. I am married with 3 adult children and
5 grandchildren – 1 of whom has Down Syndrome.
I am at the school 3 days per week (Mondays, Thursdays and
Fridays) and my position is partially funded by the National
School Wellbeing Program (formerly known as the National
Schools Chaplaincy Program) and by the school. My role is very
broad and very flexible, but it is basically to support the school
community – families, students and staff in any way that I can. I
support classrooms providing an extra pair of hands when
needed, order and pick up food from Foodbank to support our
breakfast and lunch programs, source frozen meals from my
local church which can then be distributed to families, I can refer
families to the Foodbank Mobile Food Hub amongst many other
tasks. As a school, we truly value our students and their families,
we are well aware of the joys, the highs and the lows of this
journey with disability – it can bring enormous rewards but there
can also be times of grief, heartbreak and disappointment. We
are here to support you in your journey, whatever that may look
like for you – home visits, a coffee and chat at the bakery or at
school, a phone check in when times are tough, practical
assistance with frozen meals – free of charge and no questions
asked. I am here to help – you can contact me through the
school at any time, if I am not on site, leave a message and I will
get back to you as soon as I can, if the matter is urgent, the
school leadership team can always contact me and I will do what
I can to assist. Thank you, Lesley.

Celebrating Ability 

Congratulations to our

students who received

awards at our recent

assembly. Well done for

following our school values

so fantastically!

P a s t o r a l  
c a r e  w o r k e r :

A r t w o r k
b y  t h e

D e s e r t  P e a
C l a s s

M i l a Ka i

L u c a s

Kaydon Coo p e r
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T e n  P i n  B o w l i n g

On Tuesday 5th March, some of
our senior students travelled to
Adelaide to participate in the
School Sport SA Variety Games -
Ten Pin Bowling. What great fun
they had and what an amazing
opportunity!

W o r k  
f r o m  t h e

w a t t l e
C l a s s

P l e a s e
c o n t a c t
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C o m m u n i t y  n o t i c e s
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