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2026 TERM 1 WEEK 3

FROM THE PRINCIPALS

Welcome to the 2026 school year! Wow - what a busy start we have had!
It all began with a week of indoor play due to the heat, our seniors have
already participated in a day of Aquatics, a Growing with Gratitude
workshop and Inclusive Sports, and our Dance, Drama, Girl Guides and
Instrumental Music programmes have begun! Last week we opened our
classrooms and school for our Meet the Teacher afternoon with a few
families visiting the school. If you were not able to make it but would like
to connect with your child’s teacher, One Plan meetings will start to be
scheduled from Week 8, Term 1 to Week 4, Term 2, or please make
contact to negotiate an alternative time.

This year we have welcomed 7 new students and families to the school in
both our Junior Primary and Secondary areas. All students have
transitioned well engaging in the routines of school and we are seeing
some successful learning and early goal setting already!

We welcome back most of our staff from last year, with new Teaching
Staff Mr Luke Dunn and Ms Kirrilly Davis joining the team, Miss Hannah
Vowles continuing to teach with us this year, with Mrs Elley-Bree Heinrich
returning late Term 2. We welcome new SSO staff Kasey, Lindy, Sara,
Donna and Sam who will be working with a range of students across the
school.

This term we have a scheduled Student Free Day on Friday 6th March
as communicated in information provided to families last year. The focus
of this session is on Trauma Informed Practice and our Site Learning Plan.
Our Disability Expo is scheduled for Wednesday 25th March from
2:00pm-5:00pm at the school so please save the date and come along to
gain some information and make connections with external support
providers.

Lastly, our staff are committed to developing positive relationships with
you and your child/ren and to assist you in their overarching education,
wellbeing and support needs. If you require anything, please do not
hesitate to make contact with us for assistance.

Kindest Regards

Jatalie Coole o

\
DATES TO REMEMBERS P
%\ Tues 24" Feb Fri 6" March Mon 9" March
ROOM 1 6:30pm AGM & STUDENT PUBLIC
ARTWORK Gov Council FREE DAY HOLIDAY
12A Stadium Drive, Berri SA 5343 8582 1258 DL.0962.info@schools.sa.edu.au facebook.com/riverlandspecialschool
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Celebratting Abilily
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TERM i1 CALENDAR

27 January

28 January

29 January

30 January

26 January
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
2 February 3 February 4 February 5 February 6 February
School Shop Lunch
9 February 10 February 1 February 12 February 13 February
Seniors - Seniors - Aquatics Growing with School Shop Lunch
Lawn BD‘-’\"'S Gratitude

16 February

Seniors -
Lawn Bowls

17 February

18 February

Growing with
Gratitude
Student ID Photos

19 February

20 February

Schoaol Shop Lunch
JAM Band

23 February 24 February 25 February 26 February 27 February
630pm AGM Growing with School Shop Lunch
Governing Council Gratitude
Seniors - Sun 1#
Lawn Bowls an Up Aust
2 March 3 March 4 March 5 March 6 March
IR STUDENT FREE
- .I ors DAY
Lawn Bowls
9 March 10 March 1 March 12 March 13 March
PUBLIC HOLIDAY Growing with School Shop Lunch
Gratitude
16 March 17 March 18 March 19 March 20 March
School Shop Lunch
Seniors -
Inclusive Futsal Sat 21st
23 March 24 March 25 March 26 March 27 March
Seniors soverning Council | OPEN DAY & EXPO School Shop Lunch
Inclusive Futsal
30 March 31 March 1 April 2 April 3 April
Seniors PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Inclusive Futsal
6 April 7 April 8 April 9 April 10 April

PUBLIC HOLIDAY

School Shop Lunch
Last Day of Term 1
2:15pm Dismissal

newsletters, Facebook and Class Dojo. Thank you.

PLEASE NOTE: There may be changes during the Term but you will be kept up to date through
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[MPORTANT REMINDERSS

& Please make sure the school

has the latest information for T IN] @ E’)@ L_F’&TS

your child. This includes contact A reminder that it is the

numbers, address & medical parent/carer responsibility to
information. Please update the notify the bus company the night
school when these details before (if possible) if your child
change. will NOT be needing transport on

their morning or afternoon run.

LATE ARRIVALS & EARLY DEPARTURES

If your child arrives late to school or leaves
early, the parent / caregiver is required to
sign them in or out at the Front Office.

EXPRESS X: 8213 6600
BUSBIZ: 8586 6333

STUDENT ABSENCES:
o
If your child is going to be away, please make contact with the school, stating whether it is for illness or |
family reasons. We are required to follow-up any unexplained absences. Thank you.

o

TEXT: <™  CLASSDOJO:

PHONE:
U 4 5 7 2 7 5 6 g 1 m If you need help connecting to
‘I .

85821258

ClassDojo, please contact the
front office.

AWARDS.

o
Congratulations to our students who received awards at our recent
assemblies. Well done for following our school values so fantastically!
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My first day of

(  RECEPTION

Wy first doy of

RECEPTION

Welcome to our 4 new Reception students: Adelyn,
Ayan, Greyson & James. A big hello to Declan,
Sienna & Victoria who have transferred to our

school and are all in Year 7.
We can't wait to watch you all grow and learn!
A BIG welcome to the Riverland Special School
to all our new families.

\. J

MEET OUR NEW TEACRHERS: IQS{\Z

My name is Kirrilly Davis and | am super excited to introduce myself as the
teacher in Room 7, Spinifex, for the 2026 school year!
| have been teaching Special Education (F - 12) for over 20 years in a
Special School in Adelaide. This has also included leadership roles over the
last 8+ years. | absolutely love teaching, building relationships with
students and my favourite subject to teach is Maths.
| grew up in the Riverland and am so happy to be back in this wonderful
part of the world again after 27 years! | am looking forward to spending
time with my family - particularly playing cards together which we are
very competitive about! | am also excited and proud to being part of the
Riverland Special School family this year.
| look forward to meeting you all and | know it is going to be a wonderful

ear of learning.
M@ @AW”@ N Worn?regards, Kirlrillg Davis

r'd

() -

-

\@'I
My name is Luke Dunn, and | am excited to introduce myself as a new
teacher at the Riverland Special School. | am lucky to have the
opportunity to work across a number of classrooms with many of our
amazing students.

A little about me - My wife and | moved to the Riverland at the
beginning of 2023 to start our teaching careers. | grew up on a farm
on the Eyre Peninsula and have always wanted to teach in a country
community. When I'm not at school, | love spending time with friends,
playing sport, going skiing, and playing guitar.
| am looking forward to getting to know all members of the school

community and supporting our students to be their best. M ED& @ @ N [N]

. Kind regards, Luke Dunn
74 WA\
¥/

IR
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2@2@ TEA@H |:| N @ gTAF Fg Thank you to the families that came along to our

‘Meet the Teacher’ event last week.

9.

Mrs Hucks Miss Lynn Ms Dois B

BARMERA AQUATICSS

On Tuesday 10th February some of our Senior Students
travelled to Lake Bonney to take part in the Barmera Aquatics
program. Everyone had the opportunity to try kayaking,
paddleboarding and kneeboarding. What a fun day!
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@rROWING WITH GRATITUDI[ES

This term, we are very happy to welcome Ash Manuel to our school to run some ‘Growing with Gratitude’
sessions with our senior students. Ash will visit our school once a week for 4 weeks to work with our
students. The first session was last week and the students had great fun!

The workshops are high-energy, highly practical sessions that bring GWG habits to life.

Gratitude - noticing and appreciating the good.

Kindness & empathy - caring about others and acting on it.

Positive reflection - recognising strengths and what’s going well.

Self-awareness & ownership - understanding emotions and taking responsibility for choices.

I Il ‘\ ] Q

Reverland Speetal Sethool's

DISABILITY EXPO

2-5PM WEDNESDAY 25™ NARCH

Access to information from

B s s a wide range of services

that support people with
disabilities of all ages.

, rhid ieesd ki 124 Sradium Drive, Berri SA 5343
" 8582 1258
DL.0%62info@schools.so edu.ou

C:- R s ' facebook.com/riverlandspaciolschool .;_m_t I
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FIRST AID
& CPR

Q The Precinct - Loxton

@ 5:00pm to 9:00pm [CPR finishes 6:30pm)
555 Friday 20" March 2026

$35 for CPR [normally $55)
$90 for Provide First Aid course [normally $140]
Prices have been susbidised thanks to the
Inland Waterways Pr

» Certified Instructors with hands-on expenence

» CPR & First Aid Essentiols for oll ages

» Reai-fife simulations and proctice sessions

EEG.'ISIER NOW it training.royallifesaving.comag

= =4
RSP (%] ROYAL LIFE SAVING

SISSS00132

SWIMMING
AND WATER
SAFETY TEACHER

9 Renmark TBC- morning theory sessions
Renmark Swimming Pool - afternoon practical sessions
9am fo 5pm both days

Saturday 21" and Sunday 22™ March 2026

$150- Price subsidised thanks to the
Inland Waterways Project (normally $300)
« Certified Trainers with hands-on experence
* Real-fife simulations and proctice sessions

REGISTER NOW: bttps:itsa. training.royallifesaving, com g

@ROWI}_‘ISWHG .b,,,'f‘f‘".,_ "E

Adudt Lessons

Join us for an 6 week program, where you will learn
basic water safety skill, basic swimming strokes, and
rescue skills, taught by qualified instructors.

Optional subsidised CPR and/or Provide First Aid course

gaialn  Friday Nights - 6" February to 13" March
2555 4:00pm to 4:45pm - Session 1 - Beginners
L 4:45pm to 5:30pm - Session 2 - Intermediate

o Hayden Stoeckel Swimming Pool, Berri
¥

, ~p Program fee $60 paid at time of booking.
S v pa F poal $5.50 per

Places are limited, so book now to secure your spot

BT S
o =
@ ROYAL LIFE SAVING | gespect e River

Why MyTime?

MyTime is a peer support program
for parents and carers of a child with
a disability, chronic medical condition
or other additional needs including
developmental delay.

Unwind and
share experiences
with others who
understand

GROUP NAME:
Berri MyTime

GROUP DETAILS: Tuesdays 12.002.30pm () |yearn

Berri Primary School (11 sultana st, Berri)
1 session — Hosted by Riverland Special School [12a Stadium Dr, Berri)

CONTACT DETAILS:
Helen Darling - 0403 646 137

Helen, Darling@sa gov au MYTlme

*FREE CRECHE Available for Preschoolers Supporting parents of
chilidren with disabilities

mytime.net.au
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Build your Iffe-changing
savings skills.

And get up to $500 for education costs.

saverpius

1300 610 355
saverplus.org.au

NDIS SOCIAL SUPPORTS

Children & Young Adults 8- 19yo with Neurodiverse disabilities

Social skill development & practise while engaging in
fun, inclusive activities in the Community

Forging friendships with likeminded peers

Trying new things & stepping outside
of comfort zones

Learning to engage in a group
environment

Billed from your Core or
Capacity Build NDIS funding

Located in Barmera, offer both mixed and
single-gender group options, across the Riverland.

Contact us today to chat about how we
can support you.
TO BOOK:

C elebmimy Ablity

COME JOIN THE TERM 1PARENT/CARER
REGIONAL CONNECT!

The Statewide inclusive Education Services (SEES) is hosting our termiy regional
information session.

Join us via Microsoft Teams (click the link below to register) to learn about support
and services from SIES followed by Marka Aydin our Developmental Educator,
Inclusive Practices talking absout setting your child up for success.

Ll '1'1'r

sles odmin@schools soedu.au www SIES so.edu.ou

SUPPORTS
Fopia ol

School Leaver Employment Support (SLES)
Finding & Keeping a Job (FAKJ)
Employment Mentoring (Core)

Resume writing

Job search training

Employer expectations support
Interview coaching

SMART goal setting & money skills
Support with your IEA provider

Help with Centrelink requirements

11 tailored sessions — we come to you
Supportive, experienced coaches
Employer liaison

Help with ATO & TFN setup
Post-placement support

Progress meetings with your NDIS team
Career counselling & mentoring

Located in Barmera, supporting the
Riverland and Mallee

Together We Can International
(7 quality

FOR MORE INFORMATION \
admin@twei.com.au ==
www.tweicom.au

contact us on
(08) 8588 3278

laura@twci.com.au
TOGETHER WE CAN E.‘ 0456 744 735 :

G 1 n r@ m E “It's not what we 40,.;'1‘5“1‘:;& way that we do it"
. |

TOGETHER WE CAN

In tual and




