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FROM THE PRINCIPAL:FROM THE PRINCIPAL:
Welcome to the 2026 school year! Wow - what a busy start we have had!
It all began with a week of indoor play due to the heat, our seniors have
already participated in a day of Aquatics, a Growing with Gratitude
workshop and Inclusive Sports, and our Dance, Drama, Girl Guides and
Instrumental Music programmes have begun! Last week we opened our
classrooms and school for our Meet the Teacher afternoon with a few
families visiting the school. If you were not able to make it but would like
to connect with your child’s teacher, One Plan meetings will start to be
scheduled from Week 8, Term 1 to Week 4, Term 2, or please make
contact to negotiate an alternative time.
This year we have welcomed 7 new students and families to the school in
both our Junior Primary and Secondary areas. All students have
transitioned well engaging in the routines of school and we are seeing
some successful learning and early goal setting already!
We welcome back most of our staff from last year, with new Teaching
Staff Mr Luke Dunn and Ms Kirrilly Davis joining the team, Miss Hannah
Vowles continuing to teach with us this year, with Mrs Elley-Bree Heinrich
returning late Term 2. We welcome new SSO staff Kasey, Lindy, Sara,
Donna and Sam who will be working with a range of students across the
school.
This term we have a scheduled Student Free Day on Friday 6th March
as communicated in information provided to families last year. The focus
of this session is on Trauma Informed Practice and our Site Learning Plan.
Our Disability Expo is scheduled for Wednesday 25th March from
2:00pm-5:00pm at the school so please save the date and come along to
gain some information and make connections with external support
providers.
Lastly, our staff are committed to developing positive relationships with
you and your child/ren and to assist you in their overarching education,
wellbeing and support needs. If you require anything, please do not
hesitate to make contact with us for assistance.
Kindest Regards
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PLEASE NOTE: There may be changes during the Term but you will be kept up to date through
newsletters, Facebook and Class Dojo. Thank you.



STUDENT  AWARDS:

STUDENT AWARDS:
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Congratulations to our students who received awards at our recent
assemblies. Well done for following our school values so fantastically!

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

TRANSPORT:TRANSPORT:
A reminder that it is the

parent/carer responsibility to
notify the bus company the night
before (if possible) if your child

will NOT be needing transport on
their morning or afternoon run. 

E X P R E S S  X :  8 2 1 3  6 6 0 0

B U S B I Z :  8 5 8 6  6 3 3 3

STUDENT ABSENCES :STUDENT ABSENCES:
If your child is going to be away, please make contact with the school, stating whether it is for illness or

family reasons. We are required to follow-up any unexplained absences. Thank you.

P h o n e :
8 5 8 2 1 2 5 8 If you need help connecting to

ClassDojo, please contact the
front office.

T e x t :
0 4 5 7 2 7 5 6 9 1

C l a s s d o j o :

Please make sure the school
has the latest information for

your child. This includes contact
numbers, address & medical

information. Please update the
school when these details

change.

L a t e  A r r i v a l s  &  E a r l y  D e p a r t u r e s

If your child arrives late to school or leaves
early, the parent / caregiver is required to

sign them in or out at the Front Office. 



Welcome to our 4 new Reception students: Adelyn,
Ayan, Greyson & James. A big hello to Declan,
Sienna & Victoria who have transferred to our 

school and are all in Year 7.
We can't wait to watch you all grow and learn! 
A BIG welcome to the Riverland Special School 

to all our new families.   
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MEET OUR NEW TEACHERS :MEET OUR NEW TEACHERS:

My name is Luke Dunn, and I am excited to introduce myself as a new
teacher at the Riverland Special School. I am lucky to have the

opportunity to work across a number of classrooms with many of our
amazing students.

A little about me - My wife and I moved to the Riverland at the
beginning of 2023 to start our teaching careers. I grew up on a farm
on the Eyre Peninsula and have always wanted to teach in a country
community. When I'm not at school, I love spending time with friends,

playing sport, going skiing, and playing guitar.
I am looking forward to getting to know all members of the school

community and supporting our students to be their best.
Kind regards, Luke Dunn

My name is Kirrilly Davis and I am super excited to introduce myself as the
teacher in Room 7, Spinifex, for the 2026 school year!

I have been teaching Special Education (F - 12) for over 20 years in a
Special School in Adelaide. This has also included leadership roles over the

last 8+ years. I absolutely love teaching, building relationships with
students and my favourite subject to teach is Maths.

I grew up in the Riverland and am so happy to be back in this wonderful
part of the world again after 27 years! I am looking forward to spending
time with my family - particularly playing cards together which we are

very competitive about! I am also excited and proud to being part of the
Riverland Special School family this year.

I look forward to meeting you all and I know it is going to be a wonderful
year of learning. 

Warm regards, Kirrilly Davis
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BARMERA AQUATICS:BARMERA AQUATICS:
On Tuesday 10th February some of our Senior Students

travelled to Lake Bonney to take part in the Barmera Aquatics
program. Everyone had the opportunity to try kayaking,

paddleboarding and kneeboarding. What a fun day!
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Mrs Mac (NIT)

2026  TEACHING STAFF :2026 TEACHING STAFF: Thank you to the families that came along to our
‘Meet the Teacher’ event last week. 
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GRATITUDE :GRATITUDE:GROWING WITHGROWING WITH
This term, we are very happy to welcome Ash Manuel to our school to run some ‘Growing with Gratitude’
sessions with our senior students. Ash will visit our school once a week for 4 weeks to work with our
students. The first session was last week and the students had great fun!
The workshops are high-energy, highly practical sessions that bring GWG habits to life. 

Gratitude – noticing and appreciating the good. 
Kindness & empathy – caring about others and acting on it. 
Positive reflection – recognising strengths and what’s going well. 
Self-awareness & ownership – understanding emotions and taking responsibility for choices. A S HA S H
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