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A  C E N T R E  O F  E X P E R T I S E  F O R  S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER

2026 TERM 1  WEEK 7

Celebrating Ability PRINCIPAL: Natalie Coote   GOVERNING CHAIRPERSON: Minyon Smart

FROM THE PRINCIPAL:FROM THE PRINCIPAL:
Welcome to Week 7 of Term 1!  Just over four weeks left of the term with a little
Easter break in between - it's certainly going quickly!

Last fortnight, the Riverland Special School Annual General Meeting was held.
Thanks to those who attended to support on the evening and continue to be a part
of our Governing Council for the 2026 school year. This year our elected Governing
Council members are; Minyon Smart (Chairperson), Caitlyn Mantzoros (Deputy
Chairperson), Naomi Darby (Secretary), Sharnee Rudd (Treasurer), Sam Haby,
Cindy Hudson, Alyssa Heinicke and Rachel Ginnelly. We acknowledge Jen Johnson
and Jess McKenzie who have elected not to continue this year, now that their
children have graduated from RSS. We thank both Jen and Jess for their
contribution and many years of service on the RSS Governing Council.  Both
members provided tremendous support for the school and the education of
students with a disability – it has been greatly appreciated.  If you are interested in
joining the RSS Governing Council for this year, you can do so at any time. Please
make contact with the school or any of our current Governing Council members.

Teaching staff have begun to make contact with families to support information
sharing and booking of individual student One Plan Meetings over the next few
weeks of Term 1. These meetings will continue into Term 2. We try to be flexible with
meeting times to suit all families, teaching staff and the school but please reach out
to your child’s classroom teacher if you require a specific time or day to attend a
meeting. We prefer to engage with families face to face where possible. Please note
that if you are unable to attend a booked meeting and need to cancel, we will
reschedule these only once before sending home your child’s One Plan for signing.

We have been trialling a slight change in our ‘End of Day’ processes over the last
week with an attempt to minimise traffic congestion and increase safety for
students, families and staff during student pickup time. Students will be in the Hall
from 2:55pm on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday and families will be
given priority for collection at this time.  Buses will begin loading from 3:00pm.  
Students will be in the Hall from 2:05pm on a Thursday and Buses will begin
loading at 2:10pm.  Reminder for all traffic to please obey the internal speed limits
when travelling within the school grounds. Feel free to provide us with feedback at
any time to support the safety of our whole school community.

Kindest Regards,
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DENT AWARDS:

STUDENT AWARDS:

Celebrating Ability R I V E R L A N D  S P E C I A L  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R

Congratulations to our students who received awards at our recent assemblies.
Well done for following our school values so fantastically!

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

TRANSPORT:TRANSPORT:
A reminder that it is the

parent/carer responsibility to
notify the bus company the night
before (if possible) if your child

will NOT be needing transport on
their morning or afternoon run. 

E X P R E S S  X :  8 2 1 3  6 6 0 0

B U S B I Z :  8 5 8 6  6 3 3 3

STUDENT ABSENCES :STUDENT ABSENCES:
If your child is going to be away, please make contact with the school, stating whether it is for illness or

family reasons. We are required to follow-up any unexplained absences. Thank you.

P h o n e :
8 5 8 2 1 2 5 8 If you need help connecting to

ClassDojo, please contact the
front office.

T e x t :
0 4 5 7 2 7 5 6 9 1

C l a s s d o j o :

Please make sure the school
has the latest information for

your child. This includes contact
numbers, address & medical

information. Please update the
school when these details

change.

L a t e  A r r i v a l s  &  E a r l y  D e p a r t u r e s

If your child arrives late to school or leaves
early, the parent / caregiver is required to

sign them in or out at the Front Office. 



WELCOME!WELCOME! We would like to warmly welcome some new SSO’s to our school!
Thank you for joining our team and we hope you enjoy your time 

at the Riverland Special School! 

JAM BAND EXCURSION:JAM BAND EXCURSION:

Celebrating Ability R I V E R L A N D  S P E C I A L  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R

Sara Kasey Sam Donna Kerry

On Friday 20  February, some of our Room 3 & 4 students
travelled to Cobdogla Primary School to see the ‘JAM Band’

performance. It was a fun, interactive and vibrant show, 

th

which the students enjoyed very much!

Room 1 have been reading ‘Where is the
Green Sheep’ in class and then used this

learning as a base to create some fabulous
artwork - aren’t they great?!

ROOM 1  ARTWORK :ROOM 1 ARTWORK:

Lindy



Celebrating Ability R I V E R L A N D  S P E C I A L  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R

2026  STUDENT LEADERS :2026 STUDENT LEADERS: Our leaders were celebrated at a special 
assembly on Monday 23  February.rd



Celebrating Ability R I V E R L A N D  S P E C I A L  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R

SENIORS STUDENTS :  LAWN BOWLSSENIORS STUDENTS: LAWN BOWLS
From Week 3-6, our Hakea & Spinifex classes took part in some Lawn Bowls sessions with the Berri Bowls Club.

For some of the students, it was the first time that have had the opportunity to take part in this sport - what fun!

A r t w o r k  
f r o m  R o o m  6  



Celebrating Ability R I V E R L A N D  S P E C I A L  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R

C O M M U N I T Y  
N O T I C E S

C O M M U N I T Y  
N O T I C E S



Celebrating Ability R I V E R L A N D  S P E C I A L  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R

C O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C E SC O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C E S
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